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held out to the Emperor by the non-committal
discussion of a marriage between Prince Napoleon
and Princess Charlotte, daughter of Kong Victor
Emmanuel.

Europe, however, had no knowledge of these
clandestine arrangements, though uneasiness con-
cerning Napoleon's intentions was growing fast.
The first definite indication of the coming storm
fell like a bombshell upon the chancelleries when,
at the customary diplomatic reception on New
Year's Day, 1859, the Emperor astounded the
Austrian Ambassador by solemnly remarking :
" I regret that our relations with your Govern-
ment are not so good as they have been ; but I
beg you to assure the Emperor that my personal
feelings towards him are unchanged." The old
bogey of a revival of Napoleonic militarism was
resuscitated throughout Europe, but this was soon
allayed by the blindness of Austria and the
cunning of Cavour, which combined to create a
situation where the French Emperor could inter-
vene in the role of protector of the oppressed
against the aggressor. Austria, having refused
arbitration, served an ultimatum upon the
Sardinian Government, and the French Ambas-
sador informed the Court of Vienna that any
invasion of Piedmont would be regarded as a
declaration of war. In defiance of this, Francis
Joseph ordered his regiments across the Ticino.